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-§.the an: of the Critical Review fel- 
dom . folicit. an:audience from:the Public — 

_. on their own account, they hope t to-meety 
with indulgence on, the, pestent OFSHORs, . 


It. has, been pei ‘ That ‘the highest Da | 
racter. a. judge can acquire, is. that of pleafing” 
both parties, or neither” -The truth of this ob-. 

- fervation ‘the. Critical Reviewers, lately exper. 
rienced ; having perceived; from feveral anos,” 
nymous publications; that their impartiality | has. 
exciteda kind of jealonfy between -the Dunces. 
ef England, and. Scotland,..which terminates. in, 
each party abufing the Critical Review: | 


The authors .of..this work. siete ai op= 
portunity of declaring, ‘ That they never pre-_ 
tended-to infallibility in criticifm, or prefumed 
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to decide with dogmatical authority : they have 
delivered their fentiments as opinions only, fup- 
ported with reafons on which every reader may | 
exercife his own underftanding.’---They flatter 
themfelves with having generally acted in ftrié& 
conformity to thofe profeflions: though they 
confider it as a misfortune infeparable from the 


nature of their undertaking, if their obferva- 
tions have difgufted a few perfons of real genius ; 
but muft, at the fame time, declare, that they : 
have been always open to ¢onviction, reproof,. 
and information. 


They are inclined to think, that if they had 
not endeavoured to difcourage that deftructive 
antipathy which political prejudices ~had- raifed 
in England againft the inhabitants of \North- 
Britain, it would have been ‘impoffible’ for their 
moft inveterate enemy to charge the Critical 
Reviewers with forming a Scotch confpiracy 
to depreciate Englifh literature*;“‘efpecially as 
many inftances might be produced in’ which 
they have treated the writers of that country 
very freely, and even declared *, ¢ It is a melan- 
choly truth, that every ‘idle Scotchman wha 
will not, or cannot earm his bread by. the em- 
ployment in which he was brought up, com- 
mences author, and undertakes to tranflate books 
into a language of which’ he’ is entirely igno- 
rant.’ 

. See Number J, page 81, 


A time 
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. A time of public difcontent. i is the harveft of. 
poor authors, becaufe.the mo defpicable 1 {crib- 
bler. can. then. render -himfelf. of. -importance: 
with the vulgar, either) by flattering their pre- 
poflefiions, or gratifying their . fpleen, . Tt -was. 
againit.fuch , alenc, the Critical Reviewers de-. 
clared war: they thought it. their: duty..to endea~. 
vour to expel the poifon of national .animofity, 
by. expofing the unjuftifiable. manner in. which 
it was propagated ; and took every opportuni. 
ty of thewing, that fuch; writers, were equally 
dull and rancorous, . Their attention. was fixed 
not upon England or.Scotland, but upon truth, 
and falfhood, upen likeral and .illiheral. pub- 
lications ;.in thort, they; were accufed of taking, 
part in a-national, difpyte merely. becaufe they. 
thought themfelves., obliged, on all,occafions, ta 
point out how intimately dulnefs is, connected. 
with faction. 


Such are the fources'.of the impotent attacks 
made upon the Critical Reviewers by thofe, and 
thofe only, who have felt the juftice of their de- 
 cifions,. Left this affertien fhould carry with it 
fome appearance of arrggance, they humbly beg 
leave to put the following queftion to every dif- 
interefted reader of fenfe, candour, and learning : 
Whether he knows any work fubfift, in a tole- 
rable degree of reputation with the public, after 
having been condemned by the authors of this Re- 
view ? If any fuch work can be produced, the au- 
thors are willing to make a public retractation, 

fis , If 
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If no fuch inftance ‘can be brought, they hope the 
inferenct ‘is’ fair, when they fay, that it amounts 
toan acknowledgment of their never having con- 
demhed any work of real; ; permanent, ‘merit ; and’ 
confequently, that the abufe they ‘have had fo of-' 
ten and fo plentifully ‘beftowed upon them,’ rifes 
from writers of a contrary character, © : 


The teft to which they appeal is the‘more try- 
ing for them, as both ‘their friends and enemies 
have a large’ field of inveftigation.They now’ 
entér-on the‘twenty-third volume of thei? work, 
conféquently the pieces ‘they have reviewed’ are’ 
multifarious, and afford numerous objects of en- 
quiry. They may, therefore, fafely conclude this’ 
addrefs ‘to the’. Public, with two linés from a. 
poet not: only of great genius, but long wate 
ence, the late Dr. Young». 


Time is the judge ; Time has no friend nor foe : 
Falfe fame muft wither; and the true will grow, 
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